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Sri. T. Keshava Bhatta is a gifted writer with research aptitude.
From the Edition of Ramavijaya Kavya prepared by him for the
Jnanapitha Kannada Series, I can say that he has mastered the
technique of critically editing Kannada calssics. His essays in
Samshodhana Ratnamalike bear testimony to his deep understanding of
the nature of language and metrics. They are of great help to kannada

readers. The author deserves congratulations.

Prof. S.S. Malawad, M.A., Dharwar,
23-11-67

Sri. T. Kesava Bhatt is a painstaking conscientious student of
Kannada Language and Literature, competent teacher and an able
writer. His knowledge of old Kannada is sound as is evident from
‘Sathwalokanam’ a work composed by him in Champu form. He is
interested ina wide range of studies such as Grammar, Prosody and

Folk arts.



He has published several papers and edited some works. He has
an aptitude for research. He has recently submitted to Karnataka
University his thesis on “Folk — Songs of South Kanara” for Ph.D.
Degree. As his guide in his guide in this behalf I am quite satisfied with

his zeal and work.

Sri Keshava Bhat is a happy combination of intensive studies of
the Oriented model and the critical approach of the Modern type. He
has a fresh and open mind. I am particularly impressed by his

academic pursuits and the single minded devotion.
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Several editions of this work have since been published in
Bombay. It is variously attributed to Sankaracharya, Sankarananda,
and a Svetambara writer Vimala. But the royal authorship of the
“Ratnamala’ is confirmed by a Thibetan translation of it discovered by
Schiefner in which the author is represented to have been a King, and
his Thibetan name, as retranslated into Sanskrit by the same scholar, is
Amoghodaya, which obviously stands for Amoghavarsha. This work
was composed between Saka 797 — 99 in the former year Nripoatunga

abdicated in favour of his son Akalavarsha.
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This work has been attributed to various authors like

sankaracharya and vimala, but Tibetan authorities and the last verse
attribute it to Amoghavarasha, who is said to have abdicated his
Kingdom. Probably this abdication took place after the King and
sacrified his left finger in order to avert some national calamity (E. I. 18,

sanjan Grant).”
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and followed the Syadvada and abdicated more than once to observe,

probably, the vow of Akinchana (Non - Possession) — Karnataka

Through the Ages (1968), Page 242.
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